Modern Division of Philosophies?

Abstract

The primary topics that have been presented to philosophies for solvin@uis the reality of the
quadruple relationships, which are the relationship of the human béingsand her/him Self, of the
human being and God, of the human being and the universe of existeuce and of the human being
with other human beings. Different sciences have assumed the responsibility of solving the
manifestations and inherent laws of these relationships and havestried their utmost thus far.
However, research and study on the nature, general principles, main results and the factors of
these relationships is the responsibility of philosophies andsis what/they have been engaged with
and have been researching since time immemorial, both"inythe East and the West. Therefore,
what should be considered is this: in relation to the foresaid relationships, is the issue the subject
for consideration for the thinker or not?

For example, is time related to our senses or does it'have an objective reality?

Is this vast universe finite or infinite? What issthe cause of movement in history? For if the
issue is raised it requires an answer, whether yesterday or today; Eastern or Western; Muslim,
Christian or Jew; be it Aristotle, Plato or Sadr, al-Muta'allehin (Mulla Sadra), Mirdamad or
William James and John Dewey. Philosophies can be divided into four kinds which will be
discussed in this paper, these are: “Temporal Division’, ‘Religious and Ideological Division’,
Regional Division, and ‘Based upon the Philesophical Characters” Way of Thinking’.

We need to consider the significant and important question of universalism versus relativism
and of the issues that are at work inveross-cultural dialogues. In other words, is it possible to
introduce to contemporary audiences’the system of thoughts of previous ages and centuries? Or
to put it otherwise, is it possible tosintroduce the system of thoughts of 3 the West to the people
and thinkers of the East and vice versa? Last but not least, we need to inquire whether this
approach of cultural exchange would yield any results in terms of cultural enrichment.

1- This paper was presented in Athena University, Greece, March 1995.

2- Muhammad Taqi/Ja’fary.(1925-1998) was born in Tabriz, Iran. He was one of the greatest contemporary
philosophers of the Muslim world. His primary focus was on comparative studies between Islamic philosophy,
western philosophy and contemporary issues. He has authored 50 books and tens of articles. His most important
books are “Tafsir'wa Naqd wa Tahlil-e Mathnawi” (commentary and criticism and analysis of Mathnawi) which
is publishedin"15%olumes and “Tarjome wa Tafsir-e Nahjul Balagah” (Translation and commentary of the Najul
Balaqah [Peakyofieloquence which is a collection of the sermons, letters and short sayings of Imam Ali ibn Abi
Talib])which is published in 27 volumes
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1- In this division, the effect of time itself, which is a mental protraction abstracted from motion, is cancelled.



Second Kind - Religious and Ideological Division®
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